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Dear Parents 

The first P&C meeting of the year took place on Tuesday evening. Thank you to all those parents who made the effort to get here 

in a busy week. We had a great turn out and lots of fresh new faces. There was a lovely energy in the room and people were 

filled with enthusiasm to try and make our school the best one possible for all our small people.  

The P&C have lots of plans for 2017. At the last P&C meeting of 2016 several motions were passed for resources in our school. 

Since that meeting the school has purchased with P&C funds 60 Chrome Book laptops for Stage 3. This means that every student 

in both 5/6 classes has access to technology during the day. We have also purchased large rugs for each of the K-2 classes. This 

week we have also begun the process of replacing the grass at the Cambridge Street entrance. We are hoping this will happen 

over the Easter break. The P&C also agreed to fund new furniture in the Stage 3 classrooms and this process has also begun with 

consultation with the manufacturing company. The P&C also fund additional Learning and Support in the school. In 2017 the P&C 

have also given the Library a $10,000 budget to purchase STEM resources for library and classrooms. Laura Caesar has begun to 

purchase resources that will support the units of work in the classroom. A big thank you to the P&C for making all these things 

possible. These funds from our parent group make it possible for us to do many extra things. We very much appreciate the 

support our community gives us. 

Early next week we will be sending out invoices for school costs. These are costs that have been made on your behalf by the 

school. In 2017 we will be sending out an invoice for each term. Feedback from parents tells us that you would rather have four 

termly invoices rather than one large one. Consequently there will be an invoice going out each term. Excursions and incursions 

will be billed separately. This is also on the basis of feedback from parents. Please note that in future excursions and incursions 

will need to be paid on the due date for students to participate. 

The Learning and Support Team (LAST) is very busy at the moment supporting students and teachers.  Classrooms are  

implementing differentiated programs and teachers in collaboration with the LAST teachers are developing Individual Education 

Plans (IEPs). These strategies are designed to explicitly support students who may have difficulty learning and also may have  

diagnosed learning difficulties. The LAST program at VPS consists of teachers:  Margaret Nay, Wendy Lonergan and Margot 

Nettheim. They are supported by Learning and Support Officers (LSOs): Rosey Jones, Lauren Ferguson and Jaki Josef. If your child 

receives support in this program, Margaret Nay or your child’s class teacher will be contacting you this term to explain the pro-

gram.  

The P&C strongly supports this program by funding it one day per week and also by making additional funds available to  

purchase texts for the Guided Reading and Take Home Reading Program. LAST Headquarters are the two small demountables 

close to the canteen. If you visit these rooms you will see a large number of reading resources that have been funded by the P&C 

in the past. During the school holidays these two rooms were recarpeted. In 2016 we had gas connected to these rooms and we 

purchased heaters. Now with the combination of good carpet, furniture and heating these classrooms are very well equipped 

and serve as small withdrawal spaces to support small groups of students. The Hebrew program and Miriam Marks use this 

space also as does Gail Murray who delivers the New Arrivals Program (NAP) and the English as a Second Language (now known 

as EALD. The LAST program at Vaucluse PS is an outstanding one that has whole of school participation from the staff. We collect 

rigorous data that reflects excellent progress particularly in the area of literacy. We are particularly pleased with the value added 

each to those students on individual programs with significant learning difficulties.  

The P&C has supported the LAST program since I arrived at this school. Our data demonstrates that this has made a big  

difference to learning outcomes for all the students in our school. We are very appreciative of the P&C and the school  

community’s support of this valuable learning program. 

Maureen Hallahan 

 

Principal’s Report 



5/6T entered a CSIRO competition and our 

inquiry question was chosen to be used for an 

experiment conducted IN ANTARCTICA!! 

 

 

Our question was: 

How long will it take for a 2L pot 

of boiling water to freeze when 

placed on the ground in 

Antarctica? 

 

The answer? 12 HOURS! This was MUCH 

longer than we hypothesized, and the team 

of researchers on board the ship were 

equally as surprised as we were!  
  



 

 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2017 

 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) 2017 has begun! 

 The PRC is open to all NSW students K-9 
 It runs from March 6 to August 25 

The Challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for leisure and pleasure in 

students, and to enable them to experience quality literature. It is not a competition 

but a challenge to each student to read, to read more and to read more widely. 

 Students’ reading records are managed online.  

Years 2 – 6 will learn how to log in and enter books during 
library sessions. 

Books on the PRC reading list are marked in the school 
library with a colour coded sticker. 

 To manage your child’s online reading record, go to  

https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/logon.html 

 

 Your child’s DET login details are usually:  

Username: firstname.surname 

Password: Child’s class 

For example; joe.bloggs 

   2f 

 Some students may have a number after their surname 

because there are multiple students in the state with 

the same name.  If you find you cannot log on contact 

me (Laura Caesar) in the library and I can confirm the 

username. 

 Once you are logged in, go to “Student Reading 

Records” and enter either the PRC Number or title of 

the book and the form will auto complete the rest of 







 

3-6T complete their  commentary as part of their 

 unit of work on Antarctica. 



THE STEPHANIE ALEXANDER KITCHEN GARDEN NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 

Come down to the vegetable garden and help our Garden Grow. We desperately need 
 volunteers in the garden. There are jobs for all including,  weeding, harvesting, mulching and   
composting .  Our worm farms and our chickens ( Our Girls )  need lots of TLC and their homes need 
maintaining . 

Rudi Adlmayer, our Garden Specialist works with our students from years 3 to 6 in the garden 
 every two weeks with their teachers. Our students work in the  kitchen with our food specialist  
Camille Giraud-Vinet. Parents are encouraged to volunteer in the garden with their classes and  
assist them in growing and managing our garden. If you are able to lend a  helping hand please let your 
child’s class teacher know  and/or contact Rudi. Every little bit helps. 

rudi.adlmayer@gmail.com  0423020648 ...from 9AM—4PM Every second Monday 

 Term 1   
20 March   3 April  

Term 2  
    1 May  15 May  29 May  5 June  12 June  

 26 June 

Term 3  
    24 July  7 August  4 September  18 September 

Term 4  
   16 October  30 October   

 (13 / 27 November  Rudi away)  
  11 December 

FREEZING BOILING WATER IN 
ANTARCTICA!

Thank you to Tammy Schwartz and her 5/6 class for 
the inspiration!

Conducted on board the RV Investigator 65 degrees 
South, 120 degrees East

mailto:rudi.adlmayer@gmail.com






VACATION CARE  

Our Vacation Care 

program is available to 

all families. Check out 

our great activity 

schedule and book now 

to avoid missing the 

cut off date   

03/04/17 

All bookings are to be 

made in person please 

and with full payment 

at the time of booking 

to secure your 

positions.  

 VOOSC STARS 

 Voosc stars for this 

week have been 

awarded to three 

stand-out people with 

an awesome attitudes 

and dedication to 

homework tasks.  

Congratulations to the 

following children. 

Emily. S, Annabelle. R  

Stella. S Who’s new at 

VOOSC?   

Keeping with tradition, 

we welcome Vina 

Zhong to our team. 

Vina is also and ex 

VPS student and 

school leader. How 

lucky are we to have 

such a great team!  

Warm Regards  

VOOSC TEAM  

 

VOOSC 

NEWS 

                



 

 

 

 

Mrs Zantis models the staff’s new fluoro vests.  
Straight off the Catwalk 







BOOK CLUB 
Hello Parents 

 This year Book Club will be operating again. Book Club is a fantastic and well-priced way to buy lovely 
books for your children or as gifts for others.   

 This year the first catalogue will be available from around  10th of March.  Your child/ren will  bring the 
brochure home - please remember to check your children's bags.  The order needs to be placed online by 
the 23 March 5:00pm. Scholastic has an online ordering system, and this is the only way to place an  
order.  

 Regards 

Angela 

 

Byron from KB shows us his beautiful drawing of his friend Jesse’s House. 
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