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Our school leaders at The ANZAC Ceremony this week 

From left: Taylor, Laurina, Chai Ki, Katina and Lucy from 6S. 
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Dear Parents 

On Tuesday I had the great privilege to accompany the Year 6 Leaders to the RSL & Schools Remember  Commemoration Service in 

Hyde Park. There were many schools represented from the government and non government sector. Our students laid flowers on 

the cenotaph with a message from our school community. They conducted themselves in a dignified and mature way that  

acknowledged and respected those we were remembering. We will be holding a special ANZAC Assembly on Thursday 28 April  

when school returns in Term 2. Teachers have been working with our students on the history of ANZAC and this assembly will be a 

culminating activity for these units of work. 

The canteen tender process has been finalised this week. A new canteen operator will commence operating the canteen in Week 2 

on Monday 2 May. Please note the canteen will not be operating in week 1, Term 2. The successful tender is Ilana Akres, mother of 

Toby in 5C and we look forward to working with her. Ilana has great plans for the canteen and we look forward to supporting her. 

It would be impossible not to have noticed the arrival of the new classroom in our playground last week. This classroom will accom-

modate Miss Halford’s class 2F. They are very excited about the prospect of a brand new classroom with new furniture, carpet and 

recycled air conditioning. I am delighted that it was worth tying myself to the rare and exotic cheese tree out the front of the  

classroom to prevent the contractors from chopping it down completely. The tree gives the classroom a delightful aspect as does the 

fact it faces out to the front field. Mrs Buchanan’s kindergarten class will move upstairs to the old 2F room. We are hoping they will 

not be too lonely and miss their mates in Mr Mudie’s class. 

Please note in your diaries school does not return for students until Wednesday 27 April 2016. Tuesday 26 April is a pupil free day 

for Staff Development. Kindergarten parents please also note that from the commencement of Term 2, Kindergarten will finish 

school at 3.20 pm in line with the rest of the school. Pick up and Drop off arrangements remain the same as do the VOOSC  

arrangements. 

Yesterday we had wonderful news. One of our very talented Year 6 students Claudia McArthur has been selected after rigorous  

auditioning, into the State Drama Group. Our very own Cate Blanchett. Congratulations Claudia we are looking forward to following 

your progress. 

The staff has spent some time evaluating and assessing the whole school assembly that takes place on Monday mornings. We are 

organising new arrangements which we will inform you of when Term returns. In future we will not be holding this Monday  

assembly. It will be replaced with two whole school assemblies each term. One at the beginning and one at the end. The K-2 and 3-6 

assemblies will continue to be alternative weeks as has been the procedure this term. 

We wish you a very happy and relaxing holiday. Make sure you all spend at least on day in your PJs doing nothing. Enjoy spending 

time with those you love the most. 

 

 

 

Maureen Hallahan 

 

Principal’s Report 

Claudia McArthur our  very own Kate Blanchett 



 
 

 

CAN YOU HELP ? 
 

Have you ever wanted to help out at VPS with a fundraiser but were too scared to put 

your hand up? Or perhaps you make a personal resolution to do more social volunteering 

in 2016 ? Maybe you are new to Vaucluse and want to get to know some other parents?  

 

Well here is your chance to:  

1. Make our great school even better,  

2  Tick "volunteer"  off your to-do-list and 

3  Expand and deepen your social connections !  

 

The P&C Association would love to hold 3 fundraisers this year and we REALLY NEED YOU 

to help us pull it together. We have most of the pieces in place - we just need a driver or 

band of parents to pull it off. Cast off your fears of being too busy or being new to the 

school - please volunteer - you will be so glad you did.  

 

Here's 3 easy easy ways you can get involved. Read on, email in, we can't wait to hear 

from you.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

COCKTAIL PARTY  
The Cocktail Party is an adults only event that will be held at Doyles on the Beach in 

September 2016.   

Several years ago two dedicated parents (Ali Satchell and Mads Anderson) organised 

a Gypsette party that was not only lots of fun but also raised a small fortune for the 

school.  This year we want to organise a smaller event at Doyles on the Beach in 

September 2016.  Doyles on the Beach have very generously offered Vaucluse Public 

School the venue and staff at no cost and all food an alcohol at cost price.   

To organise the cocktail party we require multiple parent volunteers (please see further 

details below), unfortunately if we do not get parents volunteering, the event will not 

proceed.      

Who? Four to five parents to form a committee that will organise the event and 

donations for an auction on the night of the cocktail party. 

A parent or parents that are able to complete the graphics for the cocktail party 

invitation. 

What? To recruit (now) and coordinate (on the day) parent volunteers to help with the 

Cocktail Party.  The organisers will form a committee that will meet as soon as 

possible to begin working on the details of the Cocktail Party.   

When? September, 2016  (Term 3) 

Coordinating and organisation of the event will need to commence early in term 

2.   

Where? Doyles on the Beach 

Why? Get to know other parents and have some fun.  Raise much needed funds for our 

kids. 

Tick-off all your volunteering for the year in one go! 

How? To learn more, please email P&C President Sacha Irvine or VPresident Jo Little: 

irvinesbuilding@optusnet.com.au  and/or Jo: jolittle31@gmail.com  
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 This is a 

   P & C Fundraising Event 

     

The Walkathon is a great school fundraiser that the kids really enjoy, they get to 

participate in raising much needed funds for their school and they have lots of fun 

doing it.   

Last year we raised $12,000.00 and it allowed us to have WIFI installed at the school.   

This year the Walkathon will be held on Thursday 18th August, 2016.  We require two 

parents to organise the event (please see further details below), unfortunately if we do 

not get parents volunteering, the event will not proceed.  It is an easy event to 

organise and does not require extensive hours of work.     

The parents that volunteer to organise the Walkathon will be assisted by the VPS P&C 

and teachers. 

Who? Two parents 

What? To recruit (now) and coordinate (on the day) parent volunteers to help with the 

Walkathon.  The organisers will have the sponsorship cards printed, hand them to 

teachers to give to students, request volunteers to assist on the day, set up the 

walkathon on the day and collect all monies raised.   

When? Thursday 18
th

 August, 2016  (week 5 of Term 3) 

Coordinating and organisation of the event will need to commence during term 2.  

Sponsorship cards should be sent home either at the end of term 2 or in the first 

week of term 3. 

Where? On the school grounds. 

Why? Get to know other parents 

Show your kids that school is important to you too 

Tick-off all your volunteering for the year in one go! 

How? To learn more, please email P&C President Sacha Irvine or VPresident Jo Little: 

irvinesbuilding@optusnet.com.au  and/or Jo: jolittle31@gmail.com  
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Dress Up Disco 
 

 

Last year Sarah Still kindly organised a disco for the kids and they had such a great time 

that we thought we would do it again this year on a slightly larger scale.  Kids and parents 

are all requested to come dressed up for the event and the school hall will be 

transformed into a discothèque with a live DJ and even a disco ball or two.   

 

Each class will organise a stall – the types of stalls will would like to have would be based 

around games, food and drinks for the kids.   
 

 

Who? Two to four parents to organise the event. 

A parent from each class to organise the class stall. 

What? To recruit (now) and coordinate (on the day) parent volunteers to help with the 

Dress Up Disco.  The organisers will need to hire a dj, dress up the school hall 

and arrange the logistics around the disco and class stalls.  The class parent 

volunteer will need to co-ordinate the class stall prior to the event and organise 

staffing for the stall at the event.     

When? Friday 28
th

 October, 2016  (week 2 of Term 4) 

Coordinating and organisation of the event will need to commence during term 3.   

Where? On the school grounds. 

Why? Get to know other parents.   

Show your kids that school is important to you too 

Tick-off all your volunteering for the year in one go! 

How? To learn more, please email P&C President Sacha Irvine or VPresident Jo Little: 

irvinesbuilding@optusnet.com.au  and/or Jo: jolittle31@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for reading this far. I really hope this inspires you to get in touch. The 

truth is - these won't happen unless some parents come forward to help. The school would 

miss out on the really needed money and the kids would miss out on the fun and the life 

lessons that fundraising provides. Thanks, Sacha  
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Garden News 

This week in the garden things were rather soggy and sodden. Some class had to be held inside. 

Outdoor classes managed to collect purple beans, chilli's, rocket, limes, basil, iceberg lettuce 

and bay leaves.  

We also cut bamboo canes in preparation for our upcoming pea crops.  

Indoor classes watched a great interview with Stephanie Alexander and why she was inspired to 

start the program that is now so popular around Australia. I also asked the children what they 

like or dislike about our program and received some fantastic answers. 

I like it because: 

We get our hands dirty 

The chickens are cool 

It’s great to watch a seed grow into a plant. 

You can save money and get food for free. 

The best though was 

 I like the herbs because of what is inside then. 

They were all awesome answers. 

Link to 

SAKGhttps://www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au/?utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=w

ebsite&utm_campaign=brand&gclid=Cj0KEQjwxI24BRDqqN3f-

97N6egBEiQAGv37hCW0E8GUZMGfRuHiFkyFRSbVxDDzxCwTlZS-TEvR8w0aApo08P8HAQ 

Cheers see you next term! 

Rudi 





As there was so much excitement regarding the Easter Show Year 5 were given an optional homework 
task to pitch, cost and design their very own Showbag.  Students who decided to participate went to 
extraordinary lengths to complete a very complicated task, the resulting presentations and bags were 
fantastic!  Well done to all who participated. 



 
 

 
 
Dear Parents of Kindergarten students 
 
 From the commencement of Term 2, 2016, all kindergarten students move from a 
3.00 pm  to a 3.20 pm school finish. Pick up procedures will not change. Parents will 
pick up kindergarten students from the bottom playground as usual. VOOSC pick up 
procedures will also stay the same. We also ask parents to park safely and not use 
the driveway into the bottom section of the school in Village High road as a pick up 
drop off zone. We would also request that all parents be mindful of our long suffering 
neighbours and not park across driveways. 
 
Please note that school starts for students on Wednesday 27 April 2016. Tuesday 26 
April is a Staff Development Day.  
 
Have a wonderful holiday and we look forward to seeing you at the beginning of 
Term 2. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Maureen Hallahan 
Principal 
8 April 2016 



 

4V making their Uluru collage  

 

Drama News 
 

This week was our last week of drama auditions for term 1. A huge thank you to all the students from  

-6 who gave up their lunchtimes to come weekly. We hope you had a great experience. During the term 

we watched the students closely, as they participated in drama games, improvised and show cased a 

range of dramatic skills. It was wonderful to see the students explore a range of movement and step into 

different character roles. Due to a high number of participants this year, we were only able to pick 18 

students to be in the Drama Ensemble next term. These students were selected based on the Drama  

Performance Rubric. Here at Vaucluse we have an abundance of talent, making it an extremely difficult 

decision for the teachers to pick the students. The students chosen will be informed by their classroom 

teacher. Have a safe and great holiday everyone! See you next term for another exciting term of drama 

where we will be getting our auditions ready for the end of term 3 Drama Festival!    

Miss Wirkerman & Miss Mac  



 

 

*Manny to the Rescue!* 

 

• University educated 

• School sport and yoga coach                                                          

• First Aid Certificate & Working with Children Approval 

• Bi-lingual (Fluent in English and Spanish) 

• Confident and safe driver with access to car 

• Fit, active, responsible and caring 

 

An experienced and qualified carer is ready to come and support busy families with 

child care during the school holidays. Help can be given to: keeping children active and 

entertained; assisting with driving children to activities; night time babysitting and help 

with laundry & light cooking duties. Excellent references can be provided. 

 

To get the help you need today call Victor on 0499 119 739.  

 

 

 



P & C, EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY  
TRYBOOKING LINKS 

 
Hello all in the VPS Community. Please find below the Trybooking Links for all P & C Extra- 
Curricular Activities currently on offer. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before school 
8AM 

  Coding 1-6  Basketball K-4  Soccer K-4 

Before school 
8AM 

  Netball 2-3  Netball 4-6  

Before school 
8.15AM 

Karate K-6 Dance Boys Hip 
Hop K-2 

 Dance 3-6 Hip 
Hop 

Dance K-2 Jazz 

After 
School 3.30PM 

Netball K-1     

 

1. Karate – Provided by Trifu Dojo. 

https://www.trybooking.com/94568 
  

2. Dance – Provided by RedEd Dance School. 

https://www.trybooking.com/94560 
  
 

3. Netball – Provided by Love Netball.  

https://www.trybooking.com/98606 
  
 

4. Basketball – Provided By Darcy and Fiona from Find My Coach.  

https://www.trybooking.com/191544 
  
 

5. Soccer – Provider by Goal Soccer Academy. 
https://www.trybooking.com/191527 
  
 

6. Computer Coding – Provided by Code Camp.  
https://www.trybooking.com/189948 
  
Please follow the links to see times and payment information. 
 
Thanks for supporting the Extra-Curricular Activities, a fundraising program for the school. 
 
Xanthe and Katrin. 
 
Xanthe_lenior@yahoo.com.au   katrin@graebner.org  









2A with Miss Steevens 

This week 2A created Powerpoint Presentations about their  
favourite minibeasts to finish off their Term 1 Science Unit.  

They presented in pairs to their classmates today.  







VOOSC NEWS 

Vacation Care  

Bookings are now closed. 

Please understand that the program has been out for quite some time to allow families 

to organise vacation care.  As we are engaging external deliverers for some of your 

children’s activities, we are also required to confirm and pay for activities by a set time 

or we miss out. Therefore, all cut off dates are to be respected please.  

 Changes to daily locations. 

As there will be renovations being made to the room next door to Voosc we will be 

ensuring that children are kept safe at all times. Families are to sign in at Voosc each 

day as we normally do, however if we feel the need to relocate to other areas of the 

school throughout the day for our activities, we will advise you each morning of any 

changes.  

 TERM FEES ARE DUE IN FULL PLEASE. 

 All unpaid fees will result in your places being suspended until full payment is received. 

If you have already advised the service in person and writing (by agreement of policy) 

this does not apply to you. 

 VOOSC STARS  

 The stars for this week are awarded to the following children, 

Chloe. R 2F 

Chloe this is a star for a star! We are so pleased to award this to you for your kind and 

brave display of true friendship.  

You spoke up on behalf of a friend in need when you felt they were being treated 

unfairly. This is not always an easy thing to do. Well done, be very proud. Welcome to 

the wall of Fame.       

Jack T 

Jack you have only been with us for such a short time but you have truly made an 

impression. Thank you for being such a kind and understanding friend to all of the kids 

at VOOSC. You have been a great help with the new Kindergarten children and always 

offer such sensible advice.  Good luck at your New School. Your star will shine. We will 

miss you Jack   

Augusta. M 

Gussie your star is for patience and consideration of others. You always treat people 

respectfully and truly deserve a space on the Wall of Fame. Thank you for being a 

great friend!   

Warm regards VOOSC TEAM 
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Intention to apply: Year 5 entry to an opportunity class in 2017 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Opportunity classes cater for highly achieving academically gifted students who may otherwise be without classmates at their own 

academic and social level. These schools help gifted and talented students to learn by grouping them with other gifted and talented 

students, teaching them in specialised ways and providing educational materials at the appropriate level. 

Applications for opportunity class placement are considered mainly on the basis of the Opportunity Class Placement Test results and 

school assessment scores. The Opportunity Class Placement Test will be held on Wednesday 27 July 2016. 

If you would like to have your child considered for Year 5 opportunity class entry in 2017, you need to apply soon. You will need to 

apply on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address). 

Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from 26 April 2016 in a printed application information booklet and at 

www.schools.nsw.edu.au/ocplacement. The application website opens on 26 April 2016 and closes on 13 May 2016. No late 

applications will be accepted. 

There are no paper application forms. If you do not have internet access, you could apply at a public library. If you have a disability 

that prevents you from using a computer, you can contact the Unit for assistance after 26 April 2016. 

You must submit only ONE application for each student. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Principal 

 

Note: THIS IS NOT AN APPLICATION FOR ENTRY TO AN OPPORTUNITY CLASS. This is a notice to your primary school only that you 

intend to apply.  

TO APPLY YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER AND THEN APPLY THROUGH THE HIGH PERFORMING STUDENTS APPLICATION WEBSITE. 

 

Cut along the dotted line and return the completed slip below to this school by next Friday. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------- 

Intention to apply: Year 5 entry to an opportunity class in 2017 

Student’s name: ____________________________________________________________  Class: ____________________  

I am interested in applying for opportunity class placement in 2017 Yes  No  

 

I have internet access and will be applying online   

OR 

I do not have internet access   

 

Signature of parent/carer: ____________________________________________________  Date: ____________________  

 

Note: THIS IS NOT AN APPLICATION FOR ENTRY TO AN OPPORTUNITY CLASS. This is a notice to your primary school only that you 

intend to apply.  

TO APPLY YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER AND THEN APPLY THROUGH THE HIGH PERFORMING STUDENTS APPLICATION WEBSITE. 

 



CONFIRMATION – If your child is in at least Year 6 at school and 11 years of age or older, please  
contact Carmen at Rose Bay Parish on 9371 7112, if you want your child to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Notice must be given by April 15.  Training will take place on 11 and 18 May.  
Confirmation practice will be on 25 May and the Confirmation ceremony will be on 27 May. 

SACRAMENT NOTICE – If your child is in at least Year 2 at school and is 7 years of age, please  
contact Fr. Chris Higgins at Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, Watsons Bay, if you would like 
them to make their First Confession/Reconciliation.  Names and a contact phone number must be 
supplied by Sunday, 8th May.  Three training sessions will follow, with days & times to be  
advised.  Phone: 9337 2033 (option 4). 
 

Kind regards 

Alison Bell 

Parish Secretary 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church 

341 Old South Head Rd, WATSONS BAY, NSW, 2030 

Ph: 9337 2033   Fax: 9337 2933 

alison.bell@sydneycatholic.org        www.olss.org.au 
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